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ROCKINGHAM GENERAL HOSPITAL — ONCOLOGY WARD 

332. Mr R.H. COOK to the Minister for Health: 

I have a supplementary question. Minister, there is a fully equipped cancer ward without cancer patients. Is this 
the minister’s idea of a perfect Jim Hacker hospital—all equipped and no patients at all? 

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 

I have read and, in fact, watched the tales of Yes Minister. I have a copy by my bed that I read regularly — 

Several members interjected. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: — just to see what my staff are up to and to see what they are trying to do next! 

A hospital with no patients is a very efficient model. The problem is that those patients have to go somewhere 
and currently they are going to my other hospitals, so I am no better off. It is critical that the hospital be staffed. I 
recognise that it is an issue. If it had been brought to my attention previously, I would have dealt with it when it 
occurred. The Deputy Leader of the Opposition knows that when I am made aware of issues of that nature, I sort 
them out quickly. If what he says is true — 

Mr P.B. Watson interjected. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: The member for Albany should arc up now that we are building him a hospital! After waiting 
eight years for a hospital, finally he is going to get his hospital built. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Thank you, members! 

Dr K.D. HAMES: Before I sit down, I meant to acknowledge in the public gallery Dr Mary Fortune. Dr Mary 
Fortune is a doctor from Scotland who is in the program Desperately Seeking Doctors. I do not know whether 
members have seen it. It is a fantastic program. She is coming back with the producers and staff to do another 
program. She is going to Kununurra to work as a doctor for three months. I welcome her to the public gallery. 
 


